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Professor Doyama, Professor Somiya, Professor Hasegawa, members of the Advanced Mate-
rials Science and Eegineering Society, ladies and gentlemen :

Today I am representing the Materials Research Society here to congratulate you on this very
special occasion —— the inaugural ceremony of your Society. The Materials Research Society
has its tradition of interdisciplinary approach to materials research and technology. Last
June (1988), thanks to your extraordinary effort, you were very successful in organizing the
first MRS International Conference on Advanced Materials in Tokyo. We, at MRS, believe
that your new Society will contribute greatly to the materials community both in Japan and
elsewhere. MRS will work closely with you to enhance the international advancement of mate-
rials research and technology. On behalf of the MRS, I am presenting to you this diamond
shaped memento and wishing you great success !
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First of all, let me congratulate the founding of the Advanced Materials Science and Engi-
neering Society on behalf of the Chinese Materials Science Society and the Chinese Ceramic
Society.

Advanced materials is and will certainly be an important area of research in the development
of new technologies for the well being of human life and the advancement of the society.

[ would like to take the opportunity to congratulate our colleagues in Japan to have worked
so hard and successfully in advanced materials research and their applications so timely in
many fields. This is certainly an influential move to establishing this Advanced Materials
Science and Engineering Society. Please accept my congratulations again.

Professor Doyama, Professor Somiya, Professor Hasegawa, Honorable Guests, Ladies and
Gentlemen :
It is a great honour and pleasure for me to participate in the founding meeting and cere-
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mony of the Advanced Materials Science and Engineering Society. I bring you greetings and
congratulations from the Chinese Society for Materials Science and the Industry Technology
Research Institute, Taiwan, China.

Over the past 20 years, I have observed the development and progress of science and technolo-
gy in the world, Two distinctive features have become apparent.

First, materials science is the center piece of the hi-tech development of many nations, deve-
loped and developing alike. Where a country chooses microelectronics, supercomputer, aero-
space, or others, materials science and engineering is the common element underlying these
programs. The success here in Japan is a good example. I admire and respect the many won-
derful achievements of Japanese materials scientists in fine ceramics, semiconductors,
metals, polymers and others.

Second, no country today has a monopoly on science and technology. Such country may have
their own focus of development, but we can all be benefitted by open exchange and competi-
tions. Togather, we can progress faster and farther.

I would like to report that materials science in Taiwan is a very active field of research. Vigo-
rous research program are under way in polymer, metals, ceramics, semiconductors and super-
conductors. Next month, we will hold a high Tc¢ superconductor Symposium in the ITRI head-
quarters in Hsinchu. The Chinese Society for Materials Science will also hold its 1989 annual
meeting immediately following. Both meetings will have participants for Japan, USA and
other countries. I hope you will find an opportunity to visit Taiwan in the near future,
Finally, let me again say congratulations to AMSES. I wish it will have meaningful contri-
bution to the advancement of materials science in Japan and in the world !

Professor Doyama, Professor Somiya, Professor Hasegawa, Gentlemen.

I wish to add my congratulations and good wishes to you on the formation of the Advanced
Materials Science and Engineering Society.

First, however, I must thank Professor Somiya for so generously inviting me to come to
Japan on this occasion.

I always welcome opportunities to come to Japan to meet old friends and to meet new ones,
as always happens. And this visit has certainly been no exception in this regard.

My oldest Japanese friends I met in Cambridge in England when I was a research student there
in the early 1960’s. And I was reminded of that time yesterday when travelling to Nagoya on
the Shinkansen, for it was in 1964 that the “Bullet” train started, and quickly become world
famous in that year of the Tokyo Olympic Games,

Since then Japan has become the economic miracle of the world, showing us all how to go
about turning scientific knowledge into wealth creating businesses, and demonstrating how
important properly run value added businesses are to our economy.

It used to be thought that the Japanese people were inherently deficient in scientific abilities
(indeed my Japanese friends have told me this themselves many times) and that their skills
reside solely in a genius for adaptation and production. Nobody today doubts this latter ge-
nius, but I suspect that in 1989 Japanese research skills are as sharp as anyones.

In Australia, which is only small in population, we have had a reverse problem. We believe
that we are very skilled at research, but in the past we have been deficient in turning our
research into businesses. This is particularly true for the manufacturing sector. In this area,
therefore, we are recognizing ourselves, and like many others we take our example from you,
our hosts.

So far our part we look forward to being better competitions in some fields, and better coll-
aborations in others. I am sure the new Society will help in these matters.

To conclude then, I congratulate you, gentlemen, on the formation of the Advanced Mate-
rials Science and Engineering Society, and on behalf of Australia’s Material Scientists and
Engineers I wish the new Society all good wishes for the future.

Thank you very much.
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