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< TUMRS-ICA 2006, Sep 10-14,2006, Hotel Shilla, Jeju, Korea,
sponsored by MRS-K

<2006 MRS Fall Meeting, November 27-December 1,2006
Boston, MA, organized by MRS

MR5—]
The Materials Research Society of Japan

To the Overseas Members of MRS-J

M Ecomaterials : Advancing to the Next Stage ssseereoeere p. 1
Dr. Kohmei HALADA, Managing Director, Basic Research
Team, Innovative Matevials Engineering Laboratory, National
Institute for Materials Science (NIMS)
B Kyushu Synchrotron Light Research Center—The SAGA
Light Source sssssersssscssssstiessissiinntissneissnaininsenanians p. 2
Dr. Toshilivo OKAJIMA, Kyushu Synchrotron Light Research
Center
Saga prefecture has established a synchrotron light facility,
and has constructed a 1.4 GeV synchrotron/storage ring. The
objective of the facility is to develop advanced industrial

technology as well as to promote fundamental materials sci-

ence. The critical energy of the synchrotron light from the

bending section is 1.9 keV. Saga prefecture has also construct-
ed three beam-lines for public use. Another VUV and soft

X-ray beam-line connecting to an undulator has been complet-

ed by Saga University for exclusive use.

B Interview with Dr. Masatoshi IJ|, Research Fellow, Funda-
mental and Environmental Research Laboratories, NEC
Corporatlon ............................................................ p. 4
Bioplastics are a new generation of biodegradable &

compostable plastics, derived from renewable raw materials
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such as lactic acid, starch, cellulose, soy protein, etc., not
hazardous in production and decompose back to carbon diox-
ide, water, biomass etc. in the environment when discarded.
Among many types of bioplastics, PLA (Poly Lactic Acid) is
believed to be promising from the view point of mass produc-
tivity and thermal and mechanical properties.

NEC has brought into market for the first time a cell-phone
for DoCoMo, made from a PLA composite containing more
than 109 of Kenaf fibers, which shows higher heat resistance
and mechanical strength comparing with original PLA. Bio-
plastics are facing practical stage.

Recently, thermal reversible cross-linked PLA (RCP) has
been developed. The newly developed RCP not only has
shape-memory function, i.e. it recovers its original shape

when heated to 80°C, but also has improved recyclability ; it
can be molten and reshaped for another product. It may be
used in wearable electronic products, medical or nursing appli-
ances, sporting goods, etc.

B IUMRS-ICEM RepOrt sssssssssssesernnncssresrenuniasersaeninninnns p.6
Prof. Dr. Hiroshi YAMAMOTO, President of MRS-]J, College
of Sci. & Technol., Nihon Univ.

The IUMRS-ICEM (International Conference on Electronic
Materials) 2006 meeting, in conjunction with European Mate-
rials Research Society’ s 2006 Spring Meeting was held in Nice,
France, from May 29 to June 2, 2006. The 23 symposia were
organized and the number of the attendees was about 2500
from 62 countries. For further information : http://www.mrs.
org/s_mrs/sec.asp?CID=6519&DID=174283
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