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B Necessity of the Materials Researches on Wastes -++++++++ p. 1
Kazuhiro HARA, Professor, Faculty of Engineering, Kyushu
University

With remarkable increase in wastes followed by recent
promotion of production activities, stagnation of waste recycling
systems have become a serious problem in these days. The
author has particularly paid attention on the PET-bottle recycle
in Japan and has been concerned about the present situation that,
in spite of effectively collected with the great efforts of citizens
and local governments, around the half amount of disposed-PET-
bottles have been exported to an overseas territory because of
their poor domestic demands. For mitigating such a problem in
accordance with the spirit of the Basel Convention, the author has
been considering that the establishment of materials technologies
which increases the domestic demand for wastes to be starting
substances of other products are urgently requested and that, for
the purpose, prosperity of systematic and comprehensive
materials researches on wastes is indispensable in order to
accumulate the knowledge on wastes as materials.

B Gunma Industrial Technology Center «+««-««-reeeeeeeeeeeene p.3
Nobuyoshi KITAJIMA, Section Chief, Gunma Industrial Tech-
nology Center

Gunma Industrial Technology Center, which is located in
Maebashi City and Ota City, is a public institutions with regards

to developing technology and supporting small and medium sized
enterprises in the region. The Center carries out research and
development regarding practical application and commercializa-
tion of technology, as well as various types of analysis,
measurement and evaluation related to manufacturing. The
Center initiatives include : technological assistance, research &
development, technical seminars, provision of information. The
Center will continue to provide technical support for the
development of small and medium sized enterprises.
.Materlal SClence for Spor‘ts ......................................... p. 5
Hideyuki MURAKAMI and Kazuya SHIMODA, National Insti-
tute for Materials Science

In the 25th annual meeting of MRS-J, a new symposium entitled
“Materials Science for Sports” was organized. It is no doubt that
materials science can contribute to developing various kinds of
sports goods, which leads to better results. In addition, research
activities related to sports can attract and interest young
students. This article introduces following topics : how and why
the authors organized the symposium, current research activities
related to materials science for sports, and also future prospects.
The authors hope that through this article, more number of
materials scientists will take an interest in taking up researches
related to sports.
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